
 

BRISTOL FILM OFFICE: FILMING WITH UAV/DRONES – LEGAL GUIDANCE 
 
The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has published clear legal guidance around the flying of 

drones/uavs. You can read them in full here: https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-

industry/Aircraft/Unmanned-aircraft/Guidance-on-operating-permissions-for-drones/ 

When you have obtained the necessary permission from the CAA you will need to seek permission 

from the landowner or relevant authority in charge of the take-off and landing points. 

The air navigation order articles 166 & 167 state the distances at which 
Small unmanned aircraft may be operated. These are: 

 Not within 150 meteres of any congested area of any town, city or 
Settletment 

 Not within 50 metres of any person, vessel, road, vehicle or structure not under the control of 
the aircraft operator. 

 
APPLYING FOR PERMISSION TO FILM WITH UAV/DRONES from Bristol City Council land: 

 Bristol film office will only consider applications for drone filming at locations where caa 
guidelines and public health and safety can be maintained throughout the flight. In the main, 
this is possible at larger parks and green spaces. 

 Activity carried out at bristol city council’s parks and green spaces are governed by a set of 
byelaws which stipulate that permission must be sought to fly uavs/drones in bristol parks. 
Flight activity may be limited to designated areas only. More information can be found here: 
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/museums-parks-sports-culture/park-byelaws  

 When submitting an application to film with drones, as well as providing 
A risk assessment & confirmation of public liability insurance (minimum £5 million) bristol 
film office requires a copy of the drone pilot’s caa license and a site map detailing take-off 
and landing points and flight path. In some cases we may also request a method statement 
detailing how you will ensure public safety  

 Your drone operator must appear on this caa approved list: 
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20170504rptuavcurrent.pdf  

 Location fees apply to commercial filming activity on council managed sites. In addition, a 
fee of £150 per day applies to film shoots involving uavs/drones. Further information on our 
fees and charges can be found here: http://bit.ly/2q6ndlq  
 

Once all required documents have been submitted, we require a minimum 
Of 7 working days notice to process applications for drone filming 
 
FURTHER READING: https://www.caa.co.uk/Consumers/Model-aircraft-and-drones/Flying-drones/ 

        Http://dronesafe.uk/ 
        Http://m.screendaily.com/5115466.article  
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