
  

 
NEWS: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

POLDARK FINALE BEGINS SUNDAY, BRINGING TO A CLOSE FIVE 
YEARS’ PRODUCTION AT THE BOTTLE YARD STUDIOS 

Plus Bristol locations to look out for in series five - including 
Bristol Old Vic which takes “a starring role in the opening episode” 

 
BRISTOL, Tuesday 9 July 2019: The fifth and final series of BBC One’s epic Cornish saga 
Poldark begins this Sunday (14 July), marking the end of half a decade of production at The 
Bottle Yard Studios and filming at Bristol locations with support from Bristol Film Office.  

 
Producers Mammoth Screen have 
based at The Bottle Yard since 
Poldark’s first series filmed in 2014, 
building major interior sets at the 
Studios whilst basing production 
offices and its extensive costume, 
construction and prop departments on 
site. The final eight-part series began 
filming in Cornwall, Bristol and the 
West Country in September 2018 
before moving to shoot interiors at The 
Bottle Yard. Filming wrapped on 1 
February 2019.  

 
 

With each new series, Poldark’s ‘studio footprint’ at 
The Bottle Yard has grown. By series five, Studios 
housed a total of 18 sets standing across three of its 
biggest spaces.  
 
These included interiors for four key houses – 
Poldark’s home in Cornwall (Nampara) and London 
lodgings, the Warleggans’ homes in Cornwall and 
London – as well as the Red Lion Pub, Sawle 
Kiddley and an impressive period scale replica of 
the House of Commons. In addition to the Cornish 
locations that Poldark has become synonymous 
with, a host of Bristol locations will also feature in 
the final series.  
 
Redcliffe Caves once again doubles for tin mines, whilst scenes were also filmed at Bristol 
Old Vic, All Saints Court, Tailor’s Court, Leigh Court, Ashton Hill Plantation, Ashton Court 
Grounds & House and Redland Church. Further afield, other West Country locations 
featured include Chavenage House (Gloucestershire), Black Rock, Gentle Street in Frome 
and St. Andrews Church in Holcombe (Somerset) and Bowood House, Great Chalfield 
Manor and Neston Park (Wiltshire). 
 
Michael Ray, Producer of Poldark, says: “The Bottle Yard Studios has been more than our 
Bristol base for 5 years, it has been our home. Providing multiple studio spaces, it has 
allowed the show to keep growing as Ross tackles greater challenges in his fight for a better 
world. The foundation it provided gave us the ability to shoot extensively in Cornwall and 

 

Producers Karen Thrussell & Michael Ray mark the 
wrap of Poldark with Aidan Turner & Eleanor 
Tomlinson at The Bottle Yard in February (credit BBC) 

Poldark series five (credit BBC / Mammoth Screen) 



  

reach out to the great many locations around Bristol including the Poldark ancestral home at 
Chavenage, the mine interior of Redcliffe Caves, Colston Hall’s many subterranean worlds 
and Bristol Old Vic, which has a starring role in the series five opening episode. It has been 
a fantastic five years and we are extremely grateful to everyone at The Bottle Yard Studios 
and Bristol Film Office for all their care and support.” 
 
Fiona Francombe, Site Director of The Bottle Yard Studios, said: “It’s been an absolute 
honour to have been Poldark’s studio home for its entire run. The professionalism of the cast 
and crew has made this a truly enjoyable period, and the team’s focus on sustainable 
production has been applaudable and inspiring. We celebrate Mammoth’s efforts to lead the 
way in reducing the carbon footprint of TV production. Poldark is a landmark series that 
viewers will remember for years to come, and it’s been a joy to have helped Mammoth realise 
their ambitions here. We look forward to welcoming them back for new projects in the future.”  
 
Bristol Film Office’s Natalie Moore says: “Poldark has been an important part of the 
production profile of Bristol for the past half-decade and it’s wonderful to have seen so many 
skilled Bristol crew members playing a crucial role in the making of this each series. This 
series will see more Bristol locations featured than ever, which is a great way to mark the 
end of this chapter. We look forward to supporting Mammoth Screen with future projects.” 
 
It’s estimated that approximately 13 tonnes of carbon is emitted in the making of one hour of 
TV. Mammoth Screen is a champion of BAFTA’s albert sustainability initiative and used 
sustainable production methods on Poldark such as LED lights and using local crew, to 
achieve a three-star albert rating for series four. The production has gone on to reduce its 
carbon footprint by a further 10% for series five.  
 
Helen Bater, Poldark’s Production Manager says: “There’s a wealth of talented crew in 
Bristol and the surrounding region that we’ve been fortunate enough to work with. Booking 
crew in such a way not only boosts local economies, it also brings down the cost and 
environmental impact of travel and accommodation. In series five, 88% of the main and daily 
crew were local bookings. Finding the right supplier has also been key to keeping 
environmental impact low. Being able to use companies based at The Bottle Yard has 
significantly helped. Having such a variety of services to hand is a real bonus for any 
production, for the obvious reason that they’re right on our doorstep, but also because the 
Studios has a strong green policy that the tenants share.” 
 
“We’ve also been careful to strike our sets at The Bottle Yard as sustainably as possible to 
avoid sending materials to landfill. Much of the wood has been passed on to other productions, 
and sets made from other materials, such as the mine interior which was crafted out of 
moulded polystyrene, were carefully dismantled and passed back to the set repurposing 
company Dres’d. We also donated household items from our crew’s accommodation such as 
pillows and duvets to homeless shelters in Bristol.” 
 
And it’s been revealed that the show’s actors also took their favourite mementos from sets at 
The Bottle Yard home with them. Aidan Turner says: “I sent a text to Karen Thrussell, our 
executive producer, asking if I could possibly have the kitchen table and benches from 
Nampara as it is this beautiful, vintage French table and they said yes, so I am very excited to 
put them in my house. That will be a cool memento because it was at the middle of all of the 
big scenes we had in Nampara and where a lot of things went down. Obviously I am also 
taking the tricorn hat...” 
 
It is a new century and with it comes the promise of a hopeful future, but the past casts a long 
shadow over Cornwall. Following the death of Elizabeth, Ross Poldark (Aidan Turner) resolves 
to put Westminster behind him and spend more time with the people he loves. However, when 
an old friend needs help, Ross is compelled to challenge the establishment and question his 
own loyalties to king and country.  As the Enyses (Luke Norris and Gabriella Wilde) rally to join 



  

the cause, Demelza (Eleanor Tomlinson) must contend with dangers close to home, while 
George (Jack Farthing) courts corrupt powers whose influence spans the Empire. 
 
A number of new cast members are joining Poldark for series five, including Vincent Regan 
(300) as Ross' old Army Colonel Ned Despard and Kerri McLean (Electric Dreams) as Ned’s 
wife Kitty, a former slave. Sofia Oxenham (Grantchester) is the trecherous Tess Tregidden, 
Peter Sullivan (Entebbe) is the wealthy merchant, Ralph Hanson whose daughter Cecily (Lily 
Dodsworth-Evans - Genius) befriends Geoffrey Charles played by Freddie Wise (Maleficent 2). 
 
Poldark is adapted by Debbie Horsfield (Age Before Beauty, Cutting It, The Riff Raff, Element) 
produced by Michael Ray (Poldark) and directed by Sallie Aprahamian (Doctor Who) and 
Justin Molotnikov (Stan Lee's Lucky Man).  Debbie Horsfield continues to serve as executive 
producer alongside Karen Thrussell and Damien Timmer for Mammoth Screen and Elizabeth 
Kilgarriff and Mona Qureshi for the BBC. Mammoth Screen is part of ITV Studios.  ITV Studios 
Global Entertainment distributes Poldark internationally. 
 
Poldark’s final series begins on Sunday 14th July at 9pm on BBC One.  
 
– ENDS – 
The following Bottle Yard tenant companies worked on Poldark series five: TR Film & TV, 
Grip Services, Robert Plant, Bells & Two Tones, SetSmith, Location One, Bristol Costume 
Services, Visual Impact  
For more information about The Bottle Yard Studios or Bristol Film Office, contact Tara 
Milne: 07532 134020 / taracmilne@gmail.com.  
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
The Bottle Yard Studios 
The Bottle Yard Studios is a Bristol City Council initiative. The site, which operated for more than 50 
years as a former winery and bottling plant, is now an established base for film and television 
production in the West of England, attracting major UK and overseas productions of all sizes. 
Eight stages are available at competitive rates, just 15 minutes from Bristol city centre. It also offers a 
giant green screen studio, extensive back lot, workshop areas, production offices, costume and make-
up rooms, dressing-rooms, storage, private roadways and parking. On-site tenants deliver a host of 
services including creative, digital, technical and audio/visual expertise, grips, transport, structural, fire 
and safety assistance. 
 
Productions made at The Bottle Yard Studios include: Poldark (BBC One), The Spanish Princess 
(STARZ), Fortitude (Sky Atlantic), The Crystal Maze (Channel 4), Tipping Point & Tipping Point Lucky 
Stars (ITV), Eric, Ernie & Me (BBC Four), Ill Behaviour (BBC Two), Three Girls (BBC One), The White 
Princess (STARZ), Broadchurch (ITV), Trollied (Sky1), Crazyhead (E4/Netflix), Sherlock: The 
Abominable Bride (BBC One), The Living and the Dead (BBC One), Andy's Prehistoric Adventures 
(CBeebies), Galavant (Disney/ABC Studios), Wolf Hall (BBC Two) and The Lost Honour of 
Christopher Jefferies (ITV).  
www.thebottleyard.com  
 
Bristol Film Office  
Bristol Film Office, a division of Bristol City Council, is dedicated to making film, TV or commercial 
photography shoots run as smoothly as possible when on location in Bristol. It is the one-stop-shop 
for all filming enquiries, providing assistance at all stages of production, from initial location and 
crewing advice to recces and logistical support. Bristol Film Office marked its 15th anniversary last 
year, recording 1,141 location filming days and £15.2 million inward investment from productions 
working in Bristol in 2017/18. www.filmbristol.co.uk  
Working with partners across the city, Bristol Film Office is leading the UNESCO City of Film 
programme of activity delivered under the internationally respected status awarded to Bristol in 2017.  
www.bristolcityoffilm.co.uk  

 

The Bottle Yard Studios and Bristol Film Office are Bristol City Council initiatives                        
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